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1. Alisievich, Ekaterina S. 2017. “Russia’s accession to the Council of Europe Convention on
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 2011: Myth or
reality?” Aktual’nye problem sovremennogo mezhdunarodnogo prava: Materialy XV
Mezhdunarodnogo kongressa “Blishchenkovskie chteniia”, Part 3, 232-244. Moscow,
RUDN Publ. (In Russian)
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Strategies to Combat Violence Against Women from the Perspective of International
Law with Emphasis on the Istanbul Convention

Younes Emamizadeh

Abstract

Eradicate violence against women and girls in the public and private spheres, including
human trafficking, sexual exploitation and other forms; eliminate all harmful practices, in
particular forced marriage and female genital mutilation. This article reviews the existing
customary and doctrinal definitions and qualifications of the terms “violence against women”
and “domestic violence” in international law, examines the international legal aspects of
preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, comprehensively
analyzes the conceptual framework related to these crimes, and presents basic approaches to
the concept of domestic violence. This article provides a new understanding of the principle
of due diligence (a well-known principle/standard in international law) with respect to violence
against women and issues related to domestic violence, and clarifies its key components, while
at the same time formulating the main obligations of States in this area. In conclusion, it is
concluded that the issues of eliminating discrimination against women and eradicating
violence against women can only be addressed collectively, confirming the validity of the
gender-based approach to this issue, which is adhered to by international human rights
institutions. The results of this research show that social factors, cultural conditions, education
level, and economic structure form the main foundations of violence against women.
Therefore, preventing and eliminating this problem requires special efforts and planning by
governments, as responsible for ensuring the mental health and comprehensive security of
individuals in society. Increasing public awareness and culture building are among the key
factors that are necessary to address this problem from a social perspective. At the same time,
cultural changes and the adoption of preventive and protective laws can be the basis for change
in this field in a systematic manner. In addition, the implementation of laws at the national
level and adherence to international documents to which countries are members are of
particular importance. On the other hand, the cooperation of governments, international
territories, and important institutions is undeniable.

Keywords:
Women's rights, domestic violence, violence prevention, Istanbul Convention, gender equality,
discrimination, elimination of discrimination
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