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The Ritual of Dedicating Girls to Temples in Ancient India: Origin and Continuity
through the Brahmanical and Hindu Periods

Abstract

This study examines the ritual of dedicating girls to temples in ancient India, with an emphasis
on its origin and continuity. The evidence indicates that this ritual first emerged in the Temple
of Inanna in the Sumerian city-state of Uruk and subsequently spread to other Mesopotamian
civilizations and neighboring civilizations, including India. Although this ritual was considered
part of the customs, traditions, and religious rites of these civilizations, no independent study
has yet been conducted on the causes of the prevalence of this ritual in the temples of ancient
India, its origin, the manner of its influence from Mesopotamian civilizations, and its continuity
through the Brahmanical and Hindu periods. This study, adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach and based on historical data, archaeological findings, and surviving myths from that
period, examines the origin and continuity of the ritual of dedicating girls to temples in ancient
India and seeks to answer the following questions: Why did this ritual become prevalent in the
temples of this civilization? How and through what means did it reach this civilization from
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Mesopotamia? What factors contributed to its continuity through the Brahmanical and Hindu
periods? The findings of the study indicate that this ritual most likely reached India through
commercial interactions between India and Mesopotamian civilizations, particularly Sumer, as
well as through the migration of groups of Sumerians to this land. Furthermore, the dependence
of the inhabitants of this land on agriculture and the importance of fertility and the fecundity of
the soil provided the basis for the prevalence of this ritual in ancient India and its continuity
through the Brahmanical and Hindu periods.

Keywords: Ritual of dedicating girls, Temples, Ancient India, Ancient Mesopotamia.



