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Abstract

Rapid urbanization and internal migration have profoundly transformed the spatial and
functional structure of Iranian cities over recent decades. Population concentration in major
metropolitan areas, peripheral expansion, pressure on infrastructure, and declining urban
environmental quality are among the major consequences of these trends. This research aims
to analyze demographic and migration trends and examine their implications for the future of
Iranian cities. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method with a mixed-method approach
(quantitative and qualitative). Using census data, official reports, and expert surveys, the study
examines population growth and migration patterns in a selection of Iranian cities, including
Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan, Yazd, Qazvin, Hamedan, Ahvaz, Bandar Abbas, and Zahedan. The
Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) model was employed to prioritize the drivers of population
growth, SWOT analysis was used to identify strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
in urban development, and scenario planning was applied to envision possible urban futures.
Findings indicate that economic factors, with a weight of 0.62, play the most significant role in
attracting population to metropolitan areas, while environmental factors, with a weight of 0.07,
remain marginalized. The continuation of population concentration in metropolitan areas could
exert considerable pressure on urban infrastructure and services, exacerbating spatial
inequalities. Conversely, strengthening intermediate cities and promoting balanced urban
development could lead to more equitable population distribution and enhanced urban
resilience. This research emphasizes the necessity of fundamental revisions in urban
development policies and decentralization from metropolitan centers.

Keywords: Population growth, Internal migration, Future of cities, Urban development,
Intermediate cities, Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP), Urban resilience, Iran



