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Abstract

Cities are not merely physical structures but complex systems of meaning, collective memory, and
cultural identity reproduced through history and literature. Isfahan, as one of Iran’s most significant
historical cities, holds a prominent position in Persian historical texts, travelogues, and poetry.
During the Safavid era, it reached its peak of political, architectural, and cultural development,
becoming a symbol of beauty, order, and Iranian identity in literary representation.

This interdisciplinary study employs urban theory, cultural semiotics, and literary criticism to
analyze the representation of Isfahan in historical and poetic texts. The methodology is based on
qualitative textual analysis and hermeneutic interpretation. The focus is on urban metaphors such as
“Half of the World,” “City-Body,” and “City-Paradise,” as well as the relationship between Safavid
architecture and poetic structures.

Findings suggest that Isfahan has transformed from a historical city into a multilayered cultural text
in which literature, architecture, history, and collective memory jointly produce meaning. In Persian
poetry, the city evolves from a geographical place into an aesthetic-mythological entity, while in
historical texts it represents urban order and civilizational grandeur.

Keywords: Isfahan, Persian poetry, urban identity, semiotics of space, Safavid architecture, Half of
the World



