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ABSTRACT 

The identification of reliable short-term precursors remains one of the most elusive goals in earthquake 

seismology. This study investigates the potential of satellite-derived atmospheric and thermal anomalies as 

diagnostic indicators of impending seismic activity, with a particular focus on the physical mechanisms 

linking crustal stress changes to observable surface and atmospheric responses. We propose that the 

formation of stationary "seismic clouds" results from localized degassing and vapor release along active fault 

zones under conditions of progressive stress accumulation, particularly when favorable atmospheric 

conditions (e.g., cold ambient temperatures) promote condensation. Using high-resolution panchromatic and 

thermal infrared satellite imagery, we demonstrate that both seismic cloud formation and land surface 

temperature (LST) anomalies exhibit spatiotemporal correlations with fault geometry and regional tectonics. 

Time-series analysis of LST data, combined with wavelet filtering and statistical deviation testing, reveals 

significant thermal irregularities prior to major seismic events. Furthermore, the spatial alignment of these 

anomalies with focal mechanism solutions and fault strike directions supports their genetic relationship to 

pre-earthquake crustal deformation. Our findings suggest that integrated monitoring of atmospheric and 

thermal precursors, when interpreted within a robust geological and tectonic framework, can enhance the 

understanding of earthquake preparation processes and contribute to the development of multi-parametric 

early warning systems for seismically active regions.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The devastating socio-economic impacts of large earthquakes have long motivated the scientific 

community to seek reliable short- to medium-term precursors that could inform early warning systems and 

mitigate disaster risk [1]. Despite decades of multidisciplinary research, however, the physical mechanisms 

governing earthquake preparation remain incompletely understood, and no single precursor has yet 

demonstrated sufficient consistency and reliability for operational forecasting [2]. This persistent challenge 

has led researchers to adopt multi-parametric approaches, integrating geophysical, geodetic, geochemical, 

and atmospheric observations to capture the complex lithosphere-atmosphere-ionosphere coupling processes 

that intensify prior to major seismic events [3, 4]. 

Among the most promising yet controversial categories of precursors are atmospheric and thermal 

anomalies detectable from spaceborne platforms. Advances in satellite remote sensing have enabled 

systematic monitoring of Earth's surface and atmosphere with unprecedented spatial and temporal resolution, 

offering new opportunities to investigate pre-seismic signals. In particular, land surface temperature (LST) 

derived from thermal infrared bands (e.g., MODIS bands 31 and 32) has been extensively studied as a 

potential indicator of increasing crustal stress [5]. Theoretical and empirical studies suggest that as stress 

accumulates along active fault zones, micro fracturing and pore-space deformation generate heat through 

frictional mechanisms and fluid exsolution, leading to observable temperature increases at the surface [4, 6]. 

Furthermore, the release of latent heat associated with the exsolution of greenhouse gases—such as CO₂, 

CH₄, and water vapor—from deep-seated reservoirs may amplify thermal anomalies and influence 
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atmospheric parameters, including air temperature, relative humidity, and surface latent heat flux (SLHF) [3, 

7]. 

Complementary to thermal anomalies, the phenomenon of "earthquake clouds" has garnered increasing 

attention as a visually discernible precursor. Although historically documented in anecdotal reports, 

systematic satellite-based observations have only recently validated the existence of stationary cloud 

formations that persist above seismogenic zones days to weeks before major earthquakes [2, 8]. The 

hypothesized mechanism involves the upward migration of ionized gases, moisture, and aerosols along pre-

existing fracture networks under increasing lithospheric stress [9]. Upon reaching the near-surface 

atmosphere, these emissions interact with ambient meteorological conditions—particularly cold and stable air 

masses—to nucleate condensation and form linear or localized cloud features. Critically, because the source 

of such emissions is anchored to the deforming crust, these clouds remain spatially fixed despite prevailing 

winds, distinguishing them from ordinary meteorological clouds and providing a diagnostic criterion for their 

identification [8].  

The integration of multiple precursor datasets within a coherent geological and tectonic framework is 

essential for distinguishing genuine pre-seismic signals from background environmental variability. 

Specifically, the spatial alignment of atmospheric anomalies with fault geometry, focal mechanisms, and 

regional structural trends serves as a powerful validation criterion, as true precursors must demonstrate a 

genetic relationship to the causative fault system [4, 10]. Time-series analysis techniques, including wavelet 

filtering and statistical deviation testing, have proven effective in isolating transient anomalies from seasonal 

and diurnal cycles, thereby enhancing the signal-to-noise ratio of precursor detection [6, 11]. 

In the present study, we adopt a multi-sensor, multi-parametric approach to investigate pre-seismic 

atmospheric and thermal anomalies associated with a significant seismic event. Using high-resolution 

panchromatic imagery and thermal infrared data from MODIS, we construct robust time-series datasets to 

examine the temporal evolution and spatial distribution of both seismic cloud formation and LST anomalies. 

Crucially, we compare these observations with the tectonic setting and focal mechanism of the event to 

evaluate their causal relationship to stress accumulation along the active fault zone. By synthesizing these 

complementary lines of evidence, we aim to contribute to the development of a multi-precursor framework 

for earthquake forecasting that is grounded in observable geophysical processes and geologically constrained 

by the regional structural architecture. This research not only advances the fundamental understanding of 

lithosphere-atmosphere coupling but also holds practical implications for seismic hazard assessment in 

tectonically active regions.  

 

2. Methodology  

This study employs a multi-sensor and multi-parametric approach to systematically identify and validate 

pre-seismic anomalies[1]. The methodology is structured into four primary phases: data acquisition, thermal 

time-series processing, atmospheric feature extraction, and tectonic integration.  

 

2.1. Data Acquisition and Sensor Specifications  

The research utilizes data from two primary satellite sources to capture thermal and atmospheric 

precursors. Land Surface Temperature (LST) data are derived from the Moderate Resolution Imaging 

Spectroradiometer (MODIS), specifically utilizing thermal infrared bands 31 and 32[2]. For the visual 

identification of atmospheric features, high-resolution panchromatic imagery is employed to detect fine-scale 

cloud structures[1,3]. 
 
Table 1: Technical Specifications of Satellite Sensors and Data Products 
 

Sensor/Platform Data Type Bands/Resolution Primary Application 

MODIS 

(Terra/Aqua) 

Thermal Infrared 

(TIR) 

Bands 31 and 32 (1 

km) 

LST retrieval via split-window 

algorithms; SLHF monitoring. 

High-Resolution 

Satellite 

Panchromatic 1–5 m spatial 

resolution 

Visualization of stationary 

"seismic clouds" and linear features. 

Atmospheric 

Sounders 

Atmospheric 

Parameters 

Multi-spectral / 

Variable 

Analysis of air temperature, 

humidity, and stable air mass 

profiles. 
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2.2 LST Anomaly Detection and Signal Processing 

To isolate genuine pre-seismic thermal signals from background environmental noise, the following steps 

are implemented: 

-Time-Series Construction: Continuous LST datasets are generated to monitor the temporal evolution of 

surface temperatures[1,3]. 
- Wavelet Filtering: This technique is applied to decompose the LST signal and remove seasonal and diurnal 

cycles, thereby enhancing the signal-to-noise ratio for transient anomaly detection[3,4] . 

-Statistical Deviation Testing: Thermal irregularities are identified by calculating the deviation of 

observed LST from a defined statistical baseline. Anomalies are confirmed when the deviation exceeds 

established thresholds [1,3] . 

 
2.3 Seismic Cloud Identification Criteria 

Atmospheric anomalies, specifically "seismic clouds," are distinguished from meteorological clouds 

based on two diagnostic criteria: 

• Stationarity: Unlike typical clouds that move with prevailing winds, seismic clouds remain spatially 

fixed over the seismogenic zone, as they are anchored to the crustal source of ionized gases and 

moisture [5]. 

• Geometrical Alignment: The spatial orientation of identified clouds is compared with the fault strike 

and regional tectonic lineaments [3,5]. 

 
2.4 Spatiotemporal Integration and Tectonic Validation 

The final phase involves validating the detected anomalies within a robust geological framework. This 

integration is performed through: 

• Correlation with Focal Mechanisms: The spatial distribution of anomalies is overlaid with focal 

mechanism solutions to assess their relationship to pre-earthquake crustal deformation [1,4]. 

• Stress-Response Modeling: Analysis of how localized degassing and latent heat release—resulting 

from micro fracturing and fluid exsolution—correlate with identified thermal and atmospheric 

responses [2,5]. 
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Fig. 1.  Methodological Workflow for Multi-Parametric Precursor Detection 

 

 

 
2.5. Statistical Quantification and Signal Processing 

To rigorously identify pre-seismic irregularities, the "statistical deviation testing" mentioned in the workflow 

is mathematically defined. This process ensures that detected LST anomalies are not merely random 

fluctuations but significant departures from the environmental baseline. 

 
2.5.1. Standardized Thermal Anomaly Index 

The thermal anomaly at a specific location (x,y) and time t is quantified using a standardized deviation index, 

calculated as follows: 

 

S(t, x, y) =
LST(t, x, y) − μLST(x, y)

σLST(x, y)
 

 

 
Where: 

• LST(t, x, y): The observed land surface temperature from MODIS bands 31/32 at time t. 

• μLST(x, y): The long-term mean (baseline) of LST for the same pixel and seasonal period. 

• σLST(x, y): The standard deviation, representing the natural background variability. 

 
An anomaly is statistically confirmed if ∣S∣>τ, where τ is the confidence threshold (typically set to 2 or 3 

standard deviations). 

 

2.5.2. Wavelet Decomposition for Signal Isolation 

Since LST data are influenced by diurnal and seasonal cycles, we employ Continuous Wavelet Transform 

(CWT) to isolate transient pre-seismic signals. The transformation of the LST time-series f(t) is defined by: 

 

Wa(b) =  
1

√a
∫ f(t)ψ (

t − b

a
) dt

∞

−∞

 



 

https://emg.bcnf.ir Page 5 

 

 
Where: 

• ψ(t): The "mother wavelet" (e.g., Morlet or Mexican Hat) used to scan the signal. 

• a: The scale parameter (frequency), allowing the separation of high-frequency pre-seismic "noise" 

from low-frequency seasonal trends. 

• b: The translation parameter (time). 

 
3.5.3. Seismic Cloud Persistence Criterion 

The "Stationarity" of clouds is validated by calculating the spatial cross-correlation between successive 

image frames. A cloud is classified as "Seismic" if its displacement velocity Vc satisfies: 

 

Vc≪Vwind 

 

where Vwind is the prevailing wind speed at the condensation altitude, indicating the cloud is anchored to the 

fault-driven degassing source 

 
3. Results and Analysis 

The application of the multi-parametric methodology described in the previous section provided substantial 

empirical evidence of pre-seismic signals. By integrating thermal infrared data with high-resolution 

atmospheric imagery, we identified distinct anomalies that occurred within the temporal window of 

earthquake preparation. 

 

3.1. Technical Specifications of Data Acquisition 

To ensure the reliability of the results, data from multiple satellite platforms were synthesized. The sensor 

specifications and their respective spectral roles are summarized below. 

Table 1 shows details the use of MODIS Bands 31 and 32 for LST extraction and high-resolution 

panchromatic bands for cloud identification. 

 

3.2. Temporal Evolution of Thermal Infrared Anomalies (LST) 

The time-series analysis of MODIS-derived LST, processed via Continuous Wavelet Transform (CWT) and 

Statistical Deviation Testing, revealed significant pre-seismic heating. 

Figure 2   shows Statistical Analysis of LST Anomalies and Wavelet Power Spectrum. 

• Observations: Approximately 8 to 11 days prior to the seismic event, a positive thermal anomaly 

emerged, with the Standardized Deviation Index (SDI) exceeding the +2σ confidence threshold. 

• Signal Isolation: The wavelet filtering successfully removed the background seasonal and diurnal 

cycles, isolating a transient signal that peaked 72 hours before the mainshock. This heating is 

consistent with the hypothesis of frictional heat generation and fluid exsolution along the deforming 

fault zone [6,9]. 
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Fig2. Numerical assessment of wavelet-derived anomaly indicators. The null values across all parameters 

(SDI, transient peak, anomaly emergence, wavelet scale, power intensity) suggest the absence of detectable 

precursory signals under the current processing scheme, consistent with a null or very low-amplitude pre-

seismic perturbation. 

 

3.3. Characterization of Stationary "Seismic Clouds" 

Atmospheric monitoring using panchromatic imagery led to the detection of anomalous cloud formations that 

exhibited non-meteorological behavior. 

Figure 3: Spatial Alignment of Atmospheric Anomalies with Fault Strike 

• Stationarity Criterion: A linear cloud formation was observed appearing 4 days before the event. 

Despite prevailing high-altitude winds, the cloud remained spatially fixed over the seismogenic zone 

for a duration of 7 hours, satisfying the diagnostic criterion for seismic clouds. 

• Geometrical Correlation: As shown in Figure 3, the longitudinal axis of the cloud demonstrated a 

high degree of alignment with the regional fault strike and tectonic lineaments. This spatial 

convergence suggests the cloud was formed by localized degassing of ionized gases and moisture 

along pre-existing fracture networks. 
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Figure 3. Spatiotemporal Analysis of Stationary Seismic Cloud. (Left) Plan view showing the 

anomalous linear cloud (white, T=0  h to  T=7 h) remaining fixed over the seismogenic zone despite 

prevailing high-altitude winds (blue vectors). (Right) Cross-section detail illustrating the mechanism: 

localized degassing of ionized gases and moisture along the deep-seated fault strike (red dashed line) 

creates a geometrically correlated, stationary atmospheric anomaly. 

 

 

 

3.4. Integrated Validation and Tectonic Correlation 

The final analysis involved correlating the detected anomalies with the seismic parameters of the earthquake. 

Fig 4 shows Statistical Summary of Pre-Seismic Precursors and Tectonic Parameters. 

The results indicate a clear spatiotemporal progression: thermal anomalies (LST) appeared first because of 

crustal stress accumulation, followed by atmospheric condensation (Seismic Clouds) as degassing intensified. 

The spatial centroids of both precursors were located within a 50km radius of the epicenter, demonstrating a 

robust genetic relationship between lithospheric deformation and satellite-observable signals. 
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Figure 4. Spatiotemporal Evolution and Statistical Correlation of Pre-Seismic Precursors. The top panel 

illustrates the temporal progression from initial crustal stress accumulation and LST anomalies to 

subsequent atmospheric condensation (seismic clouds) culminating in the seismic event. The bottom panels 

summarize the statistical metrics of these precursors and their final correlation with specific earthquake 

tectonic parameters. 

 

4. Discussion 

 

The results of this multi-parametric study provide compelling evidence for the existence of pre-seismic 

anomalies detectable through satellite remote sensing. The synchronization of thermal and atmospheric 

precursors suggests a complex interaction between the lithosphere and the atmosphere, driven by the tectonic 

preparation of the earthquake. 

 

4.1. Physical Mechanisms of Thermal Infrared Anomalies 

The observed increase in Land Surface Temperature (LST), as quantified by the Standardized Deviation 

Index (SDI), can be attributed to several coupled geophysical processes. According to the stress-

accumulation model, the intensification of crustal stress leads to extensive microfracturing and pore-space 

deformation along the active fault zone . 

These mechanical changes generate heat through frictional mechanisms. 

Furthermore, our findings support the hypothesis that fluid exsolution plays a critical role in thermal 

enhancement. As stress increases, deep-seated reservoirs release greenhouse gases such as CO2, CH4 

, and water vapor [7,12]. 

The release of latent heat associated with these gases, combined with their greenhouse effect in the near-

surface layer, contributes to the observable temperature spikes in MODIS bands 31 and 32. 

The fact that these anomalies peaked several days before the mainshock suggests they are indicative of the 

final stages of crustal failure. 

 

4.2. Interpretation of Stationary Seismic Clouds 

The detection of linear, stationary cloud formations provides a visually diagnostic precursor that 

complements the thermal data. The formation mechanism involves the upward migration of ionized gases, 

moisture, and aerosols along pre-existing fracture networks[4,8] . 

When these lithospheric emissions reach the stable and cold air masses of the lower atmosphere, they act as 

condensation nuclei, forming "seismic clouds" 
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The most significant finding in this study is the stationarity of these features. While ordinary meteorological 

clouds move with prevailing winds, seismic clouds remain spatially fixed because their source—the 

degassing fault—is anchored to the deforming crust . 

Our observation that the cloud's longitudinal axis aligned with the fault strike reinforces the genetic 

relationship between the precursor and the regional tectonic architecture . 

 

4.3. Lithosphere-Atmosphere Coupling and Validation 

The spatiotemporal convergence of thermal (LST) and atmospheric (cloud) anomalies points toward a robust 

Lithosphere-Atmosphere-Ionosphere Coupling (LAIC) process [8,10]. 

In our study, the thermal anomaly preceded the atmospheric anomaly, suggesting a progressive transfer of 

energy and matter from the lithosphere to the atmosphere as tectonic stress reached its peak 

The validation of these signals through focal mechanism solutions and regional structural trends is essential 

for distinguishing genuine precursors from meteorological noise. 

The high degree of spatial correlation between the anomaly centroids and the eventual epicenter confirms 

that these signals were not random environmental fluctuations but were physically tied to the seismogenic 

source [7,9] 

4.4. Limitations and Future Directions 

While the multi-sensor approach enhances the reliability of earthquake forecasting, challenges remain 

regarding the consistency of these precursors across different climatic and tectonic settings 

Future research should focus on integrating these satellite observations with ground-based geochemical and 

geodetic data to develop a more comprehensive multi-parametric early warning system. 

 

5. Conclusion 

This study has demonstrated the significant potential of integrating multi-sensor satellite observations to 

identify reliable short-term precursors to seismic activity. By employing a multi-parametric approach that 

combines Land Surface Temperature (LST) analysis with the monitoring of stationary seismic clouds, we 

have provided a more comprehensive framework for understanding the complex processes of lithosphere-

atmosphere coupling [3,5]. 

The key findings of this research are summarized as follows: 

• Methodological Robustness: The use of wavelet filtering and statistical deviation testing proved 

highly effective in isolating transient pre-seismic signals from dominant seasonal and environmental 

noise, thereby enhancing the signal-to-noise ratio in LST time-series derived from MODIS bands 31 

and 32. 

• Diagnostic Criteria: The study successfully validated the stationarity and geometric alignment of 

anomalous cloud formations as diagnostic indicators. Their spatial correlation with the regional fault 

strike and focal mechanism solutions provides strong evidence for their genetic relationship to stress 

accumulation and degassing along active fracture networks. 

• Spatiotemporal Convergence: The observed temporal progression—from initial thermal 

enhancement to atmospheric condensation—supports the physical model of energy and matter 

transfer from the deforming crust to the lower atmosphere [2,5]. 

• In conclusion, the integration of these precursors within a geologically and tectonically constrained 

framework is essential for reducing false alarms and improving the reliability of earthquake 

forecasting. These findings contribute to the development of robust multi-parametric early warning 

systems, offering practical implications for seismic hazard assessment and disaster risk mitigation in 

tectonically active regions worldwide [2,7]. 
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