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Educational Institutions in Central Asia before the Mongol Invasion: A Study Based on Geographical,
Historical, and Travel Literature Sources

!, Mobin Ghadermarzi**Seyed Ali Mirqeydari

Master's student, History (specialization in Central Asia and the Caucasus), University of Tehran, .)
Tehran, Iran.

Master's student, History (specialization in Central Asia and the Caucasus), University of Tehran, .Y
Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

From the early Islamic centuries until the Mongol invasion (13th century CE), Central Asia—particularly
under the Tahirids, Saffarids, Samanids, Ghaznavids, and Seljuks—emerged as a key center of Islamic
learning and cultural activity. This article examines the structure, role, and operation of educational institutions
in major cities of the region, drawing from classical Muslim geographical texts (e.g., Ibn Hawqal, al-
Mugaddasi, Narshakhi, Istakhri), travel narratives (e.g., Ibn Fadlan), and modern scholarship (e.g., Barthold,
Makdisi). Emphasis is placed on the diversity of scientific fields, endowments (Waqf), manuscript libraries,
mosque-based study circles, and the dynamic interactions between education, politics, and cultural elites. The
paper reconstructs the intellectual landscape of the region prior to the Mongol disruption, highlighting its role

in shaping the broader Islamic scholarly tradition.

Keywords: Central Asia; educational institutions; sciences; Waqf (Islamic endowments); libraries.
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