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The criminal liability of the government for air pollution in the Iranian
legal system

Abstract

Air pollution, as one of the most significant environmental crises, is considered a serious
threat to public health, quality of life, and citizens’ rights, especially in Iran’s major cities,
where it has extensive health, economic, and social consequences. This issue has created a
fundamental challenge for the country’s legal and executive system. The present study
aims to examine the criminal liability of the government regarding air pollution within the
Iranian legal system .In this research, the theoretical foundations of the government’s
criminal liability and its position in domestic laws such as Article 50 of the Constitution,
the Islamic Penal Code, and the Clean Air Act have been analyzed.Moreover, the scope,
obstacles, and capacities for enforcing this liability have been reviewed. Domestically, the
focus has been on legal provisions related to environmental destruction and the
government’s performance in enforcing the Clean Air Act. On the international level, the
rules of state responsibility for environmental pollution and principles of human rights and
international environmental law have been analyzed, providing a framework for state
accountability .The findings of the study indicate that although the criminal liability of the
government is not explicitly defined in Iranian laws, through analyzing environmental
laws, Article 50 of the Constitution, and the theory of negligence, the responsibility of
government institutions in cases of omission and carelessness in law enforcement can be
established. Among the important achievements of the research is identifying legal gaps
and the absence of effective judicial precedents as the main barriers to realizing the
government’s criminal liability .Furthermore, enhancing legislative transparency,
developing effective judicial procedures, promoting institutional participation, and utilizing
monitoring technologies have been proposed as key strategies to improve criminal policy
in combating air pollution. This study provides a legal-criminal framework for holding the
government accountable for air pollution and highlights the effective role of public
institutions and responsible authorities in achieving environmental justice.

Keywords: Air Pollution, Criminal Liability, Clean Air Act, Iranian Legal System
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